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In recognition of the negative impact to the environment, the Town of Hamilton adopted 
at its Annual Town Meeting on April 11, 2015 a by-law to ban the following in all retail 
establishments in the Town of Hamilton: 

1. Thin-film plastic shopping bags. (Thin-film plastic bags are the type often 
used at the check-out counter in grocery stores). 

2. Expanded polystyrene (EPS) food and beverage containers (aka styrofoam).   

The regulation has exceptions to the use of these materials (Section 3C and Section 9). 
  
This by-law takes effect twelve (12) months following approval by the Attorney General. 
The Town of Hamilton received approval on July 27, 2015; therefore the effective date 
of this by-law will be July 27, 2016. 
 
Below is the by-law titled “Environmental Hazards: Reduction of Waste By-Law”.   
 
Also is a list of disposable food/beverage containers that are recyclable or 
biodegradable/compostable.   
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COMPLETE FINAL TEXT, ARTICLE 4-2 (Plastic Bag Prohibition)

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

A true copy attest: 

 

 

Wilma M. McDonald, Assistant Town Clerk 

  



Examples of 

Biodegradable/Compostable or Recyclable  

Disposable Food Service Containers 

Alternatives to Expanded Polystyrene, in accordance with Hamilton By-Law 

 

The Hamilton Board of Health has created this sample list of alternatives to expanded polystyrene (styrofoam) disposable food and beverage containers.  Shown 
are biodegradable/compostable or recyclable disposable food and beverage containers that are available and affordable. Retailers may also purchase other 
products, and from other companies, as long as their products are in compliance with the Hamilton By-Law Ch. XXXV Environmental Hazards: Reduction of 
Waste.    

     

Products Item Products  Biodegradable/Compostable or Recyclable Company Website 

 
Covered Food 
Containers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
compostable containers 

 

 
compostable containers 

 
 

 
 
Webstaurantstore.com 
 
http://www.webstaurantstore.com/bio-plus-
earth-03bpearthm-kraft-8-x-6-x-2-1-2-
microwavable-paper-3-take-out-container-5 
 
 
 
 
Green Paper Products 
http://greenpaperproducts.com/biodegradable-
clamshells.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Covered Food 
Containers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

recyclable plastic top and bottom 
 

 
Recyclable Aluminum bottom, Biodegradable paper top 

 

 
Uline 
 
http://www.uline.com/BL_549/Take-Out-
Containers?pricode=WY981&AdKeyword=take%
20out%20container&AdMatchtype=p&gclid=CM
vrh5nayscCFYsRHwod2eIGcQ&gclsrc=aw.ds 
 
 
 
 
 
Webstaurantstore.com 
 
http://www.webstaurantstore.com/791/foil-
take-out-containers-lids.html 
 

 

Hot Cups 

 

 
 

Biodegradable/Compostable Hot Cups 

 

 

Biodegradable/Compostable Hot Cups 
 

 
Green Paper Products 
 
http://greenpaperproducts.com/biodegradable-
cups.aspx?gclid=CO_e3pTcyscCFYORHwodTsYLb
g 
 
 
 
 
 
Staples 
 
http://www.staples.com/Sustainable-Earth-By-
Staples-Compostable-Hot-Cups-and-
Lids/product_SS1056855 



 
 
Plates/Bowls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sugar Cane - Compostable 

 
 

Sugar Cane – Compostable 
 

 
ECO Products 
 
http://www.ecoproductsstore.com 
 

 
Plates 
 
 
 
 

 

 
100% recycled content plate lid 

Compostable 
 

 
 
ECO Products 
 
http://www.ecoproductsstore.com 
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