HAMILTON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING

June 27, 2019
Members Present:  
Angela Arvanites (9:05), Richard Boroff (Chair), William Kerr, Merle Olmsted, and George Tarr.
This meeting was called to order in the Memorial Room at Town Hall at 9:00 am with a quorum established.  
Approve minutes of May 30, 2019.  

Motion made by Merle Olmsted to approve the minutes of May 30, 2019.
Seconded by William Kerr.

Vote:  Unanimous in favor.
Vote to approve the tentative list of goals for the Open Space and Rec Plan as submitted by Chris Davis and appended by the committee.

Merle Olmstead made motion to approve the list of goals.
William Kerr seconded.

Vote:  Unanimous in favor. 

Review the GIS maps of the list of Audubon properties in Hamilton.

Richard Boroff wanted to determine which properties were owned by Audubon.  Nine properties were found on the GIS system.  The largest Audubon property had 500 acres and the other ones were small.  Lots 1-5 were under water and the others were contiguous to the 500 acre property.  One property on Lake Drive was discussed as having a gully where garbage had been dumped years ago before Audubon cleaned it up.  Mr. Boroff thought the land would be unusable.  It was unclear if the other properties were accessible or if trails existed.  It was unknown if any of the parcels were permanently protected.    

Discussion ensued regarding ownership and conservation restrictions on various parcels along Highland St. near Asbury Grove.  Richard Boroff would contact Audubon to determine if the parcels were in conservation, if Audubon had plans to sell any of the parcels, and if lots 6-9 were accessible or usable.  George Tarr noted the parcels were neighborhood open spaces and suggested that Mr. Boroff ask if new trails could be created if none existed.    
Determine the sequence of goals to work on and their individual steps for completion.

William Kerr discussed item H. and wondered if chunks of land that were available to different neighborhoods would tie into the continuity of open space.  Mr. Kerr thought the point was related to item K. wherein awareness of open space would be promoted.  Mr. Kerr wondered if awareness of fragile areas such as wetlands should be protected from or promoted for public use.   George Tarr recalled a conversation with Joe Domelowicz wherein they discussed that if people don’t love the area, they would not protect it and a risk of losing it would become real.  Mr. Tarr referred to the Patton Homestead where use would be promoted in some areas while other areas would revert to their natural condition.  Richard Boroff used the Audubon Sanctuary as an example where fewer salamanders and deer were found due to human intervention.  Mr. Kerr concurred that coyotes, fisher cats, raccoons, and deer were disappearing.   Angela Arvanites wanted to have a balance between people valuing nature and using it.  Ms. Arvanites suggested a site visit.  Mr. Boroff would set up the site walk.    

The hierarchy of the goals was discussed.  William Kerr said funding (J.) was first on the list as the other points would fall out of that.  Protecting drinking water (C) was second.  Discussion ensued regarding the Rich property at 133 Essex St. and its potential as a well site.  Discussion continued regarding what was needed to improve the current water treatment system.  Members of the Committee wondered how well sites were identified and Richard Boroff suggested inviting Tim Olson to a future meeting to explain the process. Preserving agricultural lands (D.) was considered as the third most important goal.  Angela Arvanites noted the importance of enhancements versus life sustaining goals.  Members discussed how to keep farmland from being sold for development and Mr. Boroff suggested taking ownership away from the owner.  Mr. Kerr said the Committee should be sensitive to not making landowners feel they had been targeted but rather indicate the importance of the property and encourage the landowner to put the land in conservancy.  Essex County Greenbelt currently offered marketing materials to introduce landowners to conservancy options.  Chris LaPointe would be invited to talk about conservancy protection.  

One more question for Audubon was to ask if they had finished acquiring properties.   
Any other topics that the chair cannot reasonably anticipate but that are important and timely to the Committee. 
Chris Davis had requested to resign as he was no longer a resident but it would be considered if a non-resident could remain on the Committee.  Shawn Farrell would be needed to discuss goals and goal resources.  Richard Boroff presented the book of minutes that would be filed in the Conservation Commission’s office.  
Adjournment
Motion made William Kerr to adjourn.
Seconded. 
Vote:  Unanimous to adjourn at 10:00 am.
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