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RE:

December 31, 2020; Revised January 26, 2021
All Residents
Town Manager Joseph J. Domelowicz, Jr.

Change to curbside waste collection program - ban organics in trash stream

OnNovember 9,2020, the Hamilton Board of Selectmen voted unanimously toadoptaban on

organicmaterial in the trash stream of the Town of Hamilton's curbside waste collection program

and then tasked the Town Manager and the Director of Public Works to develop an implementation
strategybasedontheban.

Thismemo isintended to explain the changes totheprogram and directyou toresources to assist
with questions and concerns you may have aboutthe changes. Thetown also recognizes thatthere

hasbeen somenegativereaction totheannouncement ofthe organics ban, as wellassome

misinformation thathascirculated viasocial media abouttheburden the banseems toimposeand
thuswouldlike toclarify the following.

ProgramIntent. The change to the curbside waste collection program isnot designed to
bepunitive orto be overly difficult for residents toadopt. Faced with the dual challenges of
therisingcostoftrash collection and disposal and the negative impacts ofincinerators and
landfills onourenvironment, the Board of Selectmen along with membersofour
community, has searched for sometime forasolution that would improveboth the
financial and environmental costs ofthe town&rash program. The costto the town for
compostis$40perton, but the costfortrash disposal is currently $83 per ton and is
scheduled toincrease onJuly 1, 2021 to more than $85per ton. Overthe next several years
the cost for the trash processing will rise to $92 per ton.

Rollout.Compost collection will begin with trash collection during the week of February
1st, 2021. Beginningwith trash collection that week, thetown's trash hauler, Casella, will
begin looking for green compostbins next toall black bins. If a green bin is notpresent,
Casella will still collect the trash, but will put a sticker on the black bin reminding
residents of the program. This initial grace period will last until May 1st.

Enforcement. Beginning May 1% oncetheprogram is fully implemented and all reasonable
efforts toeducate homeowners and provide greenbins have been made,black bins
unaccompanied bya greenbinwillbeleftuncollected. Under the program, anyblackbins
thatarenotaccompanied by a greenbin will initially receive a "rejection sticker" alerting
the resident that the green bin ismissing. There isno plan for fines or other punitive
measures and the town does notplan to inspectindividual residents' trash for compliance.
We smplyarerequiring residents toplace boththeir green and black bins (alongwith
recyclingbins) curbside forcollection each week. Food waste and paper products thatare
contaminated with food waste areitems thatare notsuitable for the trash stream. Such
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items should be diverted to the compost bins, as it costs the town less to have these
items composted and much better for the environment.

* Exemptions. The town recognizes that some residents may already compost in their
backyard or have some other challenge that would make compliance difficult. As a result,
the town is including a program to allow such residents to seek an exemption sticker by
completing an application that explains their backyard composting program or describes
the extenuating circumstance. The application for an Exemption Sticker can be found on
the town website or can be picked up and submitted at the DPW office in Town Hall.

e Green Bins. The town also recognizes that some homeowners may be missing their green
compost bin. As a result, an order has been placed for more compost bins. Homeowners
who do not have a green bin are asked to complete an application for a replacement bin
and submit it to the Department of Public Works so that a replacement bin can be
provided. We do not intend to charge for replacement bins at this point. However, time is
of the essence, and requests for replacement bins will be handled on a first-come, first-
served basis.

We hope this memo has answered some questions about both the intent and the mechanics behind
this change to the curbside waste collection program. Additional questions, comments or concerns
can be handled via email at compostprogram@hamiltonma.gov or by calling the Department of
Public Works at Town Hall at 978-626-5227


https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Compost-Exemption-Application.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/government/department-public-works/trash-organics-recycling-yard-waste-disposal-information/organics-and-recycling-guidelines/green-compost-bin-application/
mailto:compostprogram@hamiltonma.gov

