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A municipal law, administered by the Conservation 
Commission, that provides extra protections beyond 
those in the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) to 
wetlands resources within the municipality. 

Local Conservation Bylaws must be more restrictive 
than the WPA in at least one way. For example, 
Bylaws may:

• Protect wetlands to a greater degree, 
• Recognize and protect resource areas beyond 

those covered by the Act, and/or additional 
wetland values, recognized by the Town as 
significant.

What is a local 
Conservation 
Bylaw



Recommended by 
Hamilton Town Counsel

Improve clarity and 
shorten the review
process

Update to reflect latest 
scientific research

Why 
revise our 
bylaw?
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Clarify & strengthen 
buffer zone protections

Differentiate how 
projects on developed 
vs undeveloped land 
are regulated

Current bylaw is 16 
years old (2006); 
Revision in process for 
>1.5 years
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1 Town Counsel 
recommendations
Ensure all regulations have direct links 
in the Bylaw

Bylaw
What to protect

Regulations
How to protect it



1 Town Counsel 
recommendations

Current bylaw: Does not define areas subject to 
additional protection (beyond WPA) mentioned in the 
Regulations (e.g.  "AURA”), posing issues with Bylaw 
implementation.

Revised bylaw: Clarifies definitions/scope of all resource 
areas (including new "Regulated Buffer") in bylaw itself: 
• Section 2: Definitions: "Resource Area" and "Regulated 

Buffer"

Example:

Ensure all regulations have direct links 
in the Bylaw



2 Improve clarity and 
shorten the review process

Align with MACC model bylaw to make 
the bylaw easier to use and regulate

Current bylaw: Not fully aligned with MACC Model Bylaw, 
not user-friendly, missing key references (as per 1 & 3)

Revised bylaw: Expanded Definitions (Sec. 2), Clarifies 
Jurisdiction (Sec. 3), Exemptions and Exceptions (Sec. 
4), Appeals (Sec 12),  Severability (Sec 15); Clearer 
sections enhance user-friendliness

Example:



Current Bylaw Revised Bylaw



Revised bylaw:
• Recognizes additional resource area values (Sec. 1) 

including: aquifer recharge/discharge, carbon 
sequestration, ecosystem services e.g. air and water 
filtration, wildlife habitat & rare species, and 
agriculture.

• Considers climate change impacts during project 
evaluation process (Sec 7 (A:3))

3 Update to reflect latest 
scientific research
The WPA was designed by lawyers and 
for lawyers. We want our decisions to 
be based on sound science as well. 
Example:



Why carbon 
storage is a 
wetlands-
related 
resource area 
value



4 Clarify & strengthen buffer zone 
protections

“AURA” revised to “Regulated Buffer” for 
clarity

Current bylaw: No definition of “AURA”, thus unclear how 
to regulate.

Revised bylaw: Buffer definitions revised and simplified; 
addition of resource area values (3) translates to 
addition of new resource areas (buffers “upgraded”)
• Section 3: Jurisdiction 
• Section 7 (C): Activities within the Regulated Buffer

Example:



Regulated Buffer:  The regulated buffer is a resource area that includes:

• The 100 ft. Wetlands Regulated Buffer - extends 100 feet horizontally outward from the 
boundary of any freshwater wetland, isolated wetland, marsh, wet meadow, spring, 
bog or swamp; any bank; any land under water bodies or waterways; any reservoir, 
lake or ponds of any size; any land subject to inundation by groundwater; any land 
subject to flooding

• The 200 ft. Vernal Pool Regulated Buffer – extends 200 feet horizontally outward from 
the boundary of any Vernal Pool, and      

• The 200 ft. Riverfront Regulated Buffer – extends 200 feet horizontally outward from the 
boundary of any river, intermittent or perennial stream, brook, or creek.

Note: All of the above buffer areas (100, 200 and 200 feet respectively) refer directly to existing definitions in 
the WPA. The key difference proposed in the revised Hamilton Conservation Bylaw is in defining these areas 
as resource areas in their own right (not solely as buffers to other resource areas) given the unique 
resource area values they provide (e.g. carbon sequestration, habitat, etc.)



5 Projects on developed 
vs undeveloped land

Differentiates exemptions and 
mitigation requirements for projects 
based on status of project site.

Current bylaw: No explicit differentiation

Revised bylaw: Designed to encourage development on 
already developed land and discourage development of 
undeveloped land with intact ecosystems. (Sec. 7 (C))

Example:



Sec 7 (C: 1-4)
1. Exempt activities:

• Existing development/permitted 
pre-Bylaw

• Health & safety projects (e.g. septic)
• Ecological improvements (e.g.

invasive species control)

2. Minor Activities

• RDA with negative determination

Requirements:
• 25 ft No Disturb & 50 ft No Build for Vernal 

Pools and Wetlands

3. Redevelopment Activities

• NOI utilizing only already developed 
land

Requirements:
• Enhance on-site natural areas by 50%
• Naturalization of 25% of Regulated Buffer, or
• Restoration of same sq ft of above within 

same watershed

4. Natural Area Development Activities
Conversion to:
• Non-natural vegetation 

(e.g. lawn)

• Permeable hardscaping 
(e.g. stones)

• Impermeable 
hardscaping (e.g.
driveway, roof, etc)

Requirements:
• 1.5 : 1 replace/restore

• 2 : 1 replace/restore

• 3:  1 replace/restore



6 The time is now
Increased local 
development: 
Permit requests to the 
Conservation 

Commission increased 

substantially in 2021
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Current Bylaw out of date: 
The last revision to the Hamilton Conservation Bylaw was 

done in 2006. 
.

Revision process has been ongoing: Work to 
revise the Bylaw has been ongoing for 1.5 years.



Next Steps
• Public review/comment 

(ongoing)
• Revisions by Conservation 

Commission (Aug 2022)
• Review by Town Counsel 

(Aug 2022)
• Vote at Special Town 

Meeting (Oct 2022)
• Review by Attorney General
• Develop Regulations



Questions


