
















   
 
    BOSWORTH 
ARCHITECT L.L.C. 
 

 
         78 Front Street 
   Marblehead, MA 01945 
               781-631-1982 
craig@boswortharchitect.com 
 

January 9, 2023 
 

Town of Hamilton 
Historic District Commission 
577 Bay Road 
Hamilton, MA  01982 
 
RE:  Application for Certificate of Appropriateness – 540 Bay Road 
 
Dear Board, 
 
This attached proposal is to provide additions to the current homeowners.  The addition is primarily 
on the rear side of the existing garage and will provide an extra bay for a car to park (tandem), 
bonus room and access out to a new patio area.   

The second floor will have additions to provide for a new staircase, better circulation, dedicated 
laundry room and a new master bedroom suite with views toward the rear natural setting. 

Specifically related to the proposed changes visible to a Public Way will be the following. 

1.  We would like to replace the garage doors with new wood doors similar in character.  The 
trim will be adjusted from arched head casing to a rectilinear head casing and a proposed shed 
roof to unite the garage doors to the entry door.  This proposed roof form will have brackets to 
support it with asphalt roof shingles to match the existing house. 

2. The roof between the garage gable and the adjacent house would be removed and rebuilt with a 
taller plate height on the street side to properly give the second-floor window a head casing 
independent of the frieze board.  This proposed vertical extension of the exterior wall would be 
1’-0”.  All trim, brackets, and frieze board will be replicated if not re-moved and replaced. 

3. The existing covered porch has an enclosure of single plywood and glass panels.  We would 
replace the existing porch storm panels with a half wall and new windows with transoms 
above. There will be a new entry door to the porch also of wood and a glass panel.  The half 
wall will be detailed with painted recessed panels on the exterior. 

4. The existing bulkhead is in the driveway area, and visible from the street, and quite honestly in 
an awkward location.  We suggest removing the bulkhead from this location and creating a 
new bulkhead location on the right-side elevation which will be much more concealed from 
view by plantings and existing stone wall. 

Very Truly Yours, 

 
_________________________                               
Craig Bosworth     Architect                                                        

mailto:craig@boswortharchitect.com
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2 FRONT ELEVATION @ GARAGE DOORS
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MEMORANDUM 
 

	
To:		 Town	of	Hamilton	Selectboard	

Shawn	M.	Farrell,	Chair	
	
RE:		 Hamilton	Historic	District	Commission	(HHDC)	Request	for	Amendment	to	the	

Town	 Bylaws	 to	 Provide	 Jurisdiction	 Over	 External	 Architectural	 Features	
Within	the	Historic	District.	

	
Date:	 6	December,	2022	
	
	
Dear	Shawn,	
	
I	am	writing	on	behalf	of	the	HHDC	to	request	the	Selectboard	consider	amending	the	
Town	Bylaws	Chapter	XXXI-3	to	give	the	HHDC	authority	over	external	architectural	
features	in	the	District	(as	set	out	in	items	one	through	seven	of		the	Massachusetts	
General	Laws	Chapter	40C,	Section	8a)	within	the	boundaries	of	the	Historic	District.	
Currently	these	items	are	excluded	from	the	oversight	of	the	HHDC	by	the	Bylaws.		
	
The	HHDC	requests	this	amendment	for	the	following	reasons:	
	

1. Some	of	the	above	currently	exempted	items	(walls,	fences,	historic	markers)	
are	 of	 historic	 and/or	 visual	 importance	 to	 the	 District.	 The	 removal	 or	
alteration	of	such	features	could	be	detrimental	to	the	character	of	the	District.	
Providing	the	HHDC	with	review	authority	for	these	will	assure	protection	of	
these	items.	

2. Other	 town	 historic	 district	 commissions	 within	 the	 Commonwealth	 have	
review	authority	for	these	items.	

3. HHDC	review	of	these	items	will	remove	areas	of	vagueness	for	residents	of	
the	Historic	District	and	help	provide	greater	clarity	during	the	review	process	
for	new	construction	or	renovation	work	done	within	the	Historic	District.	

4. Since	 new	 construction	 of	 items	within	 these	 categories	will	 have	 either	 a	
permanent	 or	 long-lasting	 visual	 impact	 on	 the	 Historic	 District	 the	 HHDC	
believes	that	oversight	of	these	will	provide	a	greater	level	of	protection	to	the	
Town	residents	 for	preserving	 the	 character	of	 the	area	as	 required	by	 the	
Town	Bylaws.	

5. The	 proposed	 amended	 wording	 for	 XXXI-3	 would	 be	 as	 follows:	 “The	
authority	of	the	Commission	shall	extend	to	the	review	of	any	of	the	categories	
of	 buildings,	 structures,	 or	 external	 architectural	 features	 in	 the	 Historic	
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District	as	set	out	in	items	one	through	seven	of	Section	8a	of	Chapter	40C,	as	
amended.”	

	
The	HHDC	respectfully	asks	that	the	request	to	make	the	above	amendment	to	the	
Town	Bylaws	be	added	to	the	next	Annual	Town	Meeting	agenda	for	submission	to	
the	town	residents	for	a	vote.	
	
	
Sincerely,	
	

	
	
Scott	R.	Clements	
Chairman,	Hamilton	Historic	District	Commission	
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