Hamilton Board of Health                                                                                                                Meeting Minutes                                                                                                                                      April 11, 2023                                                                                                                                             COA Building                                                                                                                                              299 Bay Rd., S. Hamilton, MA

Members Present:   David Smith, Chairman; Dr. Giselle Perez; Dr. Jean Ramsey
Others Present:  Dennis Palazzo (Director of Health), Judith Ryan (Public Health Nurse)
Call to order:  meeting was called to order at 5:00pm
Approval of minutes of February 14, 2023 -   approved without objection                                                                                                                  March 22, 2023  - approved without objection                   
Report of Public Health Nurse, Judith Ryan.                                                                                           Infectious Diseases, 9 positive COVID cases, 1.1% positivity, 2 TB cases,                                            Community, as described in last month’s meeting, diaper collection has begun and seems to be well received. Blood Pressure screenings are ongoing.  At home new Mother visits will begin end of May. 
Private Well Regulation;                                                                                                                                             In an effort to update our BOH regulations that have not been reviewed in a number of years, Dennis presented a draft regulation for the Board’s review (taken from the Mass. DEP model and modified for Hamilton’s use).  Greg Bernard, the Town’s contracted town septic and well inspector, suggested two modifications: 
1. With regard to set back distances (Section Via), placement of new well will have a minimum set back from any lot line of 100 feet. Motion by Smith to approve, seconded by Ramsey, passed unanimously.   2. With regard to well water testing (Section VIII6), tabled to next meeting.
Turf Field Installation;                                                                                                                                             Since the residents have voted to waive prop. 2 ½ for the bond to fund $15 million for athletic fields for the HW school system, a discussion was held regarding a recommendation for specification of PFAS in materials and allowable concentration of PFAS.  It was decided that this board will monitor EPA’s progress with regard to deciding allowable concentration of PFAS.  Smith agreed to draft for the next meeting a position statement from the Board to the HW School Administration on this matter,
Other Business;                                                                                                                                                    Motion by Smith.   Rescind all prior recommendations, orders, advisories related to the COVID-19 pandemic including the use to masks in public indoor spaces and municipal facilities and including the related guidance that was provided to the Select Board regarding meetings of boards and committees in Town Hall. Seconded by Perez.  Passed unanimously.        
[bookmark: _GoBack] Green Burials.    In a report to the Select Board, Smith recommended the Board not allow green burials in the town cemetery.  He stated that the current burial area cannot meet DEP recommendations for setback distances from private wells.  In addition, DEP requirements for burial above the ground water table and then covering of the body with 3 to 4 feet of top soil cannot be met.
                                                                                                                                                                      
Motion to adjourn at 6:00 – passed without objection
Next meeting May 9, 2023 at 5pm, COA building
                                                        

