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Members Present:   David Smith, Chairman; Jean E. Ramsey, MD MPH                                          
Members not present:  Dr. Giselle Perez
Others Present:  Dennis Palazzo (Director of Health), Peter Mirandi (Health Dept. Counsel)
Call to order:  meeting called to order at 5:00pm
Approval of minutes of May 9, 2023 - approved without objection      
Title 5 Septic Loan Program/Financial Assistance - (tabled from last meeting)   
Greg Bernard’s Hamilton septic system report indicated that there were 17 certificates of non-compliance issued in 2022.  For 2023, to date there have been 10 certificates of non-compliance.  The average is 19-20 per year. Most involve Title 5 at the time of the sale of a home.
There are two types of programs that are potential options for our residents:                                                                                                (1) State sponsored program (needs 2/3 approval at Town Meeting as town becomes involved in homeowner’s loan.)  
(2) Mass Housing programs seem to not require interaction from the Heath Dept. or the Town. 
This year, Heather Ford received two requests for aid, and the Health Dept. has received two requests for aid, which suggests that one or both of these programs would be valuable to the town residents. 
David Smith committed to meet with FinCom and Select Board next week to introduce to them these programs.
Peter Mirandi addressed the question of whether there is a need for this program.  He expressed concern that the Asbury Grove septic systems situation may be more important to address at this point.  The Board may need to consider doing a needs assessment.
As at least an interim measure, the Mass Housing program will be recommended to residents in need. However, the conditions for that program, namely, the income limits, the credit check requirement, and maximum loan amount of $25,000 may eliminate many applicants. More discussion will ensue.     
                                                                                                                             
Report of Public Health Nurse, Judith Ryan.                                                                                           Infectious Diseases, 4 positive COVID cases, 1% positivity rate, 1 Hepatitis C case reported.  There is one case of Lyme Disease, 1 case of Tuberculosis and 1 case of Varicella Suspect reported. Vibrio illness spread though shellfish (typically low from Nov. to May) may spike from Jun-Oct when it becomes a public health concern and must be reported within 24 hrs. Potential spike in Lyme Disease as we enter summer months.                                                       
Community,                                                                                                                                                             Blood Pressure screenings are ongoing at Lamson Hall.                                                                                    New mother home visits have begun.
The Diaper drive has collected 9,000 diapers and wipes.

Plan Review Requirements - Peter Mirandi
Peter gave a presentation of the benefits of instituting plan review requirements in Hamilton.  He recommended a model to assist with health codes during the planning process to avoid expensive changes after the fact.  There would be standardized procedures.  These requirements would apply only to restaurants that want to expand. 
BOH Regulation proposal to adopt plan review requirements
Tabled until next meeting
Dogs in food establishments with outdoor setting;
A number of restaurants have applied for a variance to allow dogs in outdoor settings. The BOH approved a variance – as developed by the Director and modeled after Boston’s regulation – that would allow dogs in outdoor dining settings in the Town of Hamilton. The variance would be enforceable by the Director of Health.  Passed without objection

Health Director Report:
Food inspections, pool inspections and camp inspections continue.
Narcan training will take place at the H-W library, date to be announced by the Health Director.  Promotion of this event will include posting on H-W web site, flyers, and social media.  Will consider surveying participants to determine how they heard of the event.
Other Business;  
Motion; approve PFAS statement as revised by Dr. Ramsey on June 8, 2023                                                 Passed without objection
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Motion to adjourn at 6:15 – passed without objection
Next meeting July 11, 2023 at 5pm, COA building




