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Town By-Laws 
 

CHAPTER II 
 

RULES AND PROCEDURE OF TOWN MEETINGS 
 
SECTION 1. All articles in the warrant shall be taken up in the order of their arrangement, unless 
otherwise decided by a two-thirds vote, except that unanimous consent shall be required for inclusion of 
an Article in a “Consent Motion” group of Articles that will be taken up by the meeting for voting on the 
group. 
 
SECTION 2. In case of motions to amend, or to fill out blanks, the one expressing the largest sum or the 
longest time shall be put first, and an affirmative vote thereon shall be a negative vote on any smaller sum 
or shorter time. 
 
SECTION 3. The report of a committee shall be deemed properly before a meeting if a request for its 
acceptance is included in an article of the warrant and a copy is published in the Special Report or is filed 
with the Town Clerk fifteen days prior to the meeting.  A vote to accept a final report shall discharge the 
committee but shall not be equivalent to a vote to carry out its recommendations.  A vote on 
recommendations included in a committee report shall only be in order under an article to that effect in 
the warrant.  A vote to accept a report of progress shall continue the committee under its original authority 
unless otherwise specified. 
 
SECTION 4. If an article of the Warrant has once been acted upon and disposed of, it shall not be again 
considered at the meeting except by a two-thirds vote. 
 
SECTION 5. No money shall be appropriated from the Stabilization Fund except by a 2/3 vote at a 
Town Meeting. 
 
SECTION 6. Only registered voters of the Town shall be admitted and entitled to vote at any Annual or 
Special meeting provided that upon prior request the Moderator may admit to the meeting persons who 
are not registered voters and in his discretion may permit them to speak on a subject.  Any person so 
permitted to speak at a meeting shall announce his full name and address to the meeting. 
 
SECTION 7. Motions at Town Meeting shall be made orally, but the Moderator may require any motion 
also to be submitted in writing.  Unless otherwise directed thereby the Moderator shall appoint all 
committees created by the vote of the Town.   
 
SECTION 8. The conduct of all Town Meetings not prescribed by law or by the foregoing rules shall be 
determined by the rules of practice contained in the most current edition of Town Meeting Time, A 
Handbook of Parliamentary Law. 
 
SECTION 9. On matters requiring a two-thirds vote, either by statute or these By-Laws, a count need 
not be taken and the vote need not be recorded unless the vote declared is immediately questioned by 
seven or more voters as provided in General Laws, Chapter 39, Section 15. 
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ESSEX, SS 

TO THE CONSTABLE OF THE TOWN OF HAMILTON: 

GREETINGS: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn 
the inhabitants of the Town of Hamilton qualified to vote in election and town affairs, to meet at the 
Hamilton-Wenham Regional High School Auditorium, 775 Bay Road in said town, on Saturday, the 
sixth day of April, in the year Two Thousand Twenty-four (April 6, 2024) at nine o’clock in the 
morning (9:00 a.m.), then and there to act on the following articles. 

SECTION 1:  ELECTIONS, REPORTS, PROCEDURES 
ARTICLE 2024/4 1-1 
 

Election of Officers  

To elect the following Town and School District Officers at the Annual Town 
Election on Thursday, April 11, 2024 from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the 
Hamilton-Wenham Recreation Gymnasium, located at 16 Union Street, 
Hamilton, Massachusetts. 
 
         Town Moderator for one year 
         Two members of the Select Board for three years 
         One member of the Board of Assessors for three years 
         Two members of the Planning Board for three years 
         One member of the Housing Authority for five years 
         Two Hamilton-Wenham Public Library Trustees (at large) for three 

years 
         One member of the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School Committee 

for two years (unexpired term) 
         Two members of the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School Committee                   

for three years  
 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 1-2 
 

Reports 

To hear reports of Town Officers and selected committees and to take action 
thereon or relative thereto.  Reports will appear in the Town Report for Fiscal 
Year 2023 and be posted to the Town of Hamilton website. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 1-3 
 

Article for Consent 
Motion 

To see if the Town will consolidate in one consent motion containing the 
motions for those articles that, in the opinion of the Moderator, are not 
controversial and can be passed without debate, or take any action thereon or 
relative thereto. 
 
Expected Consent Motion to include articles: ARTICLES 2-1, 2-5, 2-6, 2-7, 2-
8, 2-17 and 3-2. 
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SECTION 2: FINANCIAL ACTIONS 
ARTICLE 2024/4 2-1 
 

Compensation/ 
Classification Table 

To see if the Town will amend the Personnel Bylaw by adopting changes to 
the classification and compensation table as set forth in Appendix A, or take 
any action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
[The Proposed Compensation/Classification Table appears as 
Appendix A to the 2024 Appendix Book.] 
 
Brief Summary: The Classification/Compensation table reflects a cost of 
living increase for settled contracts and non-union employees.  Collective 
Bargaining Agreements under negotiation are identified as such and do not 
reflect any cost of living increases.  Anticipated increases are currently 
budgeted in a salary reserve account to accommodate for prospective 
increases for unsettled union contracts. 
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: The tax rate impact of this article is 
reflected in Article 2-3, the Town budget article, as the 
Classification/Compensation Table is only one part of a formula used to 
determine the various wages and salaries contained within the Town budget.   
 
The Select Board (__) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (__) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-2 
 

Prior Year Bills 

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or 
borrow pursuant to any applicable statute, a sum of money to pay any unpaid 
bills incurred in prior years, or take any action thereon or relative thereto. 
(Expected request $_____________) 
 
A 4/5 vote is required to approve this article.   
 
Brief Summary: This article provides for payment of prior year bills which 
were not submitted or processed prior to the fiscal year ending on June 30, 
2023.  As of March 5, 2024, the Town had not received any such invoices.  If 
the Town does not receive any invoices from FY2023 prior to Town Meeting, 
this article will be passed over.   
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: Payment of these bills will have no effect 
on the tax rate. 
 
The Select Board (__) recommends favorable action. The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (__) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-3   
 

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, 
a sum of money to defray the expenses of schools and all other Town expenses 
for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2024, or take any action thereon or 
relative thereto. (Expected requests Town - $14,986,402and all educational 
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General Town 
Departmental 

Appropriations 

expenses, including HWRSD and ENSATSD - $25,240,225) 
 
[The proposed budget appears as Appendix B to the 2024 Appendix Book.] 
[The approved school budget appears as Appendix C to the 2024 Appendix 
Book.] 
 
Brief Summary: This article is to approve the general operating budget for 
the Town and Schools, which totals $40,226,627.  The total FY25 budget 
represents an increase of 7.84% over FY24. This article does not include the 
portions of the Town or School budgets that are funded in separate warrant 
articles. 
 
The HWRSD budget request represents an increase of total school spending of 
$2,388,873 an increase of 7.47% or $1,724,374  for Hamilton. The Hamilton 
increase includes the adjustment for the enrollment shift. 
 
The ENSATSD budget represents an increase in total school spending of 
$2,873,617– an increase of 38.67% or $118,901 for Hamilton. The Hamilton 
increase includes the adjustment for the enrollment shift.   
 
The Select Board recommends (4-0) favorable action. The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-4 
 
Capital Expenditures 

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from 
available funds a sum of money for the purpose of funding capital 
expenditures and further, to authorize the Town Manager to administer and 
expend funds from said accounts, or take any action thereon or relative thereto. 
(Expected request $1,360,788) 
 
Brief Summary: This article would provide funds for various projects 
contained within the Fiscal Year 2025 Capital Projects Plan.  
 
[Please refer to Appendix D to the 2024 Appendix Book.]  
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: None.  It is expected that Free Cash and 
surplus overlay funds will be utilized for these appropriations; therefore, this 
should have no impact on the FY2025 tax rate. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

 
ARTICLE 2024/4 2-5 
 

Water Enterprise 
Budget 

 
 

To see if the Town will approve the FY2025 Water Enterprise Budget, as set 
forth in Appendix E, or take any action thereon or relative thereto. (Expected 
request $2,319,978) 
 

[The proposed budget appears as Appendix E to the 2024 Appendix Book.] 
 
Brief Summary: The FY25 operating budget for the Water Enterprise 
represents an increase of $34,275 or 1.50%. Retained earnings were not used 
to balance the budget this year. 
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Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: The Water Department is supported by 
water fees; adoption of the budget will not impact the tax rate.   
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (__) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-6 
 

Annual Financial 
Actions 

To see if the Town will authorize the following financial actions, or take any 
action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
A. To transfer $2,000 from the Cemetery Sale of Lots and Graves Fund to the 

General Fund to be used for cemetery purposes; 
B. To transfer $503,647 from the Water Enterprise Fund to the General Fund 

to be used for indirect expenses; 
C. To transfer $6,351.21 from the interest of the Clark Fund to the 

Conservation Trust fund for conservation related expenses. 
 
Brief Summary: This article occurs annually as part of the budget process. 
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: The proposed transfers will reduce the 
estimated tax rate by approximately $_0.19____ per $1,000 assessed 
valuation, or $154___ tax assessment on the average home valued at 
$798,000________. 

 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-7 
 
Hamilton Development 

Corporation 

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $58,000 to the 
Hamilton Development Corporation, or take any action thereon or relative 
thereto. (Expected request is $58,000) 
 
Brief Summary: At the 2010 Annual Town Meeting, the Town accepted the 
provisions of M.G.L. c.64L, Section 2(a) to impose a local meals excise tax.  At 
the same meeting, the Town approved that such funds were to be used for the 
purpose of supporting economic development in the downtown commercially 
zoned district. 
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: None. The Meals tax is paid by residents of 
other towns as well as our own to restaurants and collected by the Commonwealth, 
per Mass General Law. The  amounts collected are returned in their entirety to the 
Town exclusively for the benefit of downtown economic development and this warrant 
article transfers those funds to the Hamilton Development Corporation for that 
purpose. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action. The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-8 
 

OPEB Trust Fund 

To see if the Town will transfer $125,000 from Free Cash for the purpose of 
funding the Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB) Liability Trust Fund, or 
take any action thereon or relative thereto.  
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Brief Summary: This article proposes to appropriate $125,000 towards the 
Town’s unfunded liability for health and life insurance benefits of both current 
and future retired employees.  Appropriations for this liability were first made 
at the 2010 Annual Town Meeting.  Governmental Accounting Standards 
requires all local governments to account for other post-employment benefits 
(OPEB) using an accrual methodology over participants’ active working 
career. The Town’s most recent actuarial study (as of July 1, 2022) indicated 
that the Town had an actuarially determined unfunded liability of 
approximately $5.9 million.  The Town has already set aside approximately  
$1,198,272  for this long-term liability.  
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact:  None, as it is anticipated that the funds 
will come from Free Cash. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action. The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-9 
 

Stabilization Fund 

To see if the Town will transfer $82,781 from Free Cash to the General 
Stabilization Fund, or take any action thereon or relative thereto. (Expected 
request is $82,781) 
 
Brief Summary:  This article requests an appropriation to be added to the 
Stabilization Fund.  This fund may be used for any purpose in the future, but 
requires a vote of Town Meeting in order to transfer and spend any of these 
funds.  The Town has approved a policy to maintain a minimum balance of 5% 
of the current general fund operating budget in its general stabilization fund 
and to annually appropriate a minimum of 5% of general fund operating 
revenues to this fund until the target minimum balance is met.  The requested 
amount represents .02% of the general fund operating revenues.  The Town 
has already set aside approximately $2,021,451 to this fund, representing  
4.98% of general fund operating revenues. 
 
A 2/3 vote is required to approve this Article pursuant to Chapter II, Section 5 
of the Town’s General Bylaws.         
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: None, as it is anticipated that the funds 
will come from Free Cash. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-10 
 

Capital Stabilization 
Fund 

To see if the Town will transfer $235,000 from Free Cash to the Capital 
Stabilization Fund, or take any action thereon or relative thereto. (Expected 
request is $235,000) 
 
Brief Summary:  This article requests an appropriation to be added to the 
Capital Stabilization Fund.   
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A 2/3 vote is required to approve this Article pursuant to Chapter II, Section 5 
of the Town’s General Bylaws.         
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: None, as it is anticipated that the funds 
will come from Free Cash. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-11 
 

Athletic Fields 
Stabilization Fund 

To see if the Town will transfer $_________ from the Athletic Fields 
Stabilization Fund for the purpose of funding the Town’s portion of the debt 
service for the Hamilton Wenham Regional School District athletic fields 
project, or take any action thereon or relative thereto. (Expected request is 
$__________) 
 
Brief Summary:  This article requests an appropriation to be added to the 
Athletic Fields Stabilization Fund.  ______________. 
 
A 2/3 vote is required to approve this Article pursuant to Chapter II, Section 5 
of the Town’s General Bylaws.         
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: None. 
 
The Select Board (__) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (__) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-12 
 

Town Center 
Comprehensive Plan 

To see if the Town will transfer from Free Cash the sum of $125,000 to fund a 
Town Center Comprehensive Plan, including all incidental and related costs, 
or take any action thereon or relative thereto. (Expected request is 125,000) 
 
Brief Summary: This article seeks funding for a comprehensive plan for the 
Town Center area.  ___________.   
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: None, as it is anticipated that the funds 
will come from Free Cash. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action. The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-13 
 

Community 
Preservation Budget 

To see if the Town will act on the Report of the Community Preservation 
Committee on the Fiscal Year 2025 Community Preservation Budget and 
specified other projects and appropriate or reserve for later appropriation 
monies from community preservation fund annual revenues, specific reserves 
or other available funds for the administrative expenses of the Community 
Preservation Committee, the payment of debt service, the undertaking of 
community preservation projects and all other necessary and proper expenses 
for the year, as set forth in Appendix F, or take any action thereon or relative 
thereto.  
 

[The Budget appears in Appendix F of the 2024 Appendix Book.] 

Commented [TM2]: Please confirm that this is the correct 
name of the fund.   
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Brief Summary: The Community Preservation Budget supports many requests 
made by different groups and organizations each year.  Please refer to 
Warrant Appendices for list of projects. 
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: The Community Preservation Budget is 
funded  from a 2% surcharge on to the property tax plus State matching funds. 
This is noted as a separate line item on your tax bill.  
 
The Select Board recommends favorable action (__).  The CPC recommends 
favorable action (6-0).  The Finance and Advisory Committee (__) 
recommends favorable action. 
 

 
ARTICLE 2024/4 2-14 
 

Community 
Preservation – 

Affordable Housing 
Trust 

 
 

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to G.L. c.44B, to appropriate 
$310,945.00 from the Community Preservation Fund Community Housing 
Reserve Fund Account and $189,055.00 from the Community Preservation 
Undesignated Unreserved Fund Account, for a total appropriation of $500,000, 
to the Hamilton Affordable Housing Trust as a grant for the purpose of 
supporting development projects that will lead to the creation of affordable 
housing, and further, to authorize the Select Board to enter into a Grant 
Agreement with the Hamilton Affordable Housing Trust setting the terms for 
such grant, including a requirement that the owners of any dwellings 
subsequently receiving any of these appropriated monies from the Trust grant 
to the Town an Affordable Housing Restriction in said dwellings, and that 
such requirement be included in any grant agreement involving these funds; 
and further, to authorize the Select Board to accept such restrictions; provided 
further that any funds from this appropriation remaining unspent after 
_____________ April 6, 2026 will be returned to the Community Preservation 
fund only after a vote by the Community Preservation Committee determining 
that it is unlikely the remaining appropriated funds will need to be spent to this 
effect, or take any action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
Brief Summary: This article seeks to allocate Community Preservation Act 
funds for the purpose of aiding the development of Affordable Housing in the 
community.  
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: The Community Preservation Budget is 
allocated from a 2% surcharge on to the property tax plus State matching 
funds. This is noted as a separate line item on your tax bill.  
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The CPC (6-0) 
recommends favorable action.   The Finance and Advisory Committee (4-0) 
recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-15 
 

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to G.L. c.44B, to appropriate $40,000 
from the Community Preservation Fund Undesignated ReserveUnreserved 
Fund Account  for the purpose of funding a Housing Production Plan, 

Commented [WM3]: $310,945 will be from the 
Community Housing Reserve 
$189,055 will be from the CP Unreserved Fund Balance 
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Community 
Preservation – 

Housing Production 
Plan 

 

including all incidental and related costs; any funds from this appropriation 
remaining unspent after _____________ April 6, 2026 will be returned to the 
Community Preservation fund only after a vote by the Community 
Preservation Committee determining that it is unlikely the remaining 
appropriated funds will need to be spent to this effect, or take any action 
thereon or relative thereto. 
 
Brief Summary: This article seeks to allocate funds set aside in the 
Community Preservation Fund Undesignated Reserve Fund Account for the 
purpose of funding a Housing Production Plan.     
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: The Community Preservation Budget is 
allocated from a 2% surcharge on to the property tax plus State matching 
funds. This is noted as a separate line item on your tax bill.  
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The CPC (6-0) 
recommends favorable action.   The Finance and Advisory Committee (4-0) 
recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-16 
 

Community 
Preservation – 

Antique Fire Truck 
Building 

 

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to G.L. c.44B, to appropriate $150,000 
from the Community Preservation Fund Undesignated ReserveUnreserved 
Fund Account for the purpose of funding the design and construction of a 
building to store Chemical Engine No. 1, a historic Model-T fire apparatus, 
including all incidental and related costs; any funds from this appropriation 
remaining unspent after _____________ April 6, 2026 will be returned to the 
Community Preservation fund only after a vote by the Community 
Preservation Committee determining that it is unlikely the remaining 
appropriated funds will need to be spent to this effect, or take any action 
thereon or relative thereto. 
 
Brief Summary: This article seeks to allocate funds set aside in the 
Community Preservation Fund Undesignated Reserve Fund Account for the 
purpose of funding the design and construction of a building to house 
Chemical Engine No. 1, a historic, antique Model-T fire apparatus, which was 
the first fire truck owned by the Town.  ____________________.       
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: The Community Preservation Budget is 
allocated from a 2% surcharge on to the property tax plus State matching 
funds. This is noted as a separate line item on your tax bill.  
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The CPC (6-0) 
recommends favorable action.   The Finance and Advisory Committee (4-0) 
recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 2-17 
 

To see if the Town will vote in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 77 
of the Acts of 2023 to transfer the sum of $7,719.33 from Free Cash, the 
amount equivalent to that received by the Town for settlements of the 

Commented [TM6]: Please confirm.   

Commented [WM7]: This will come from the CP 
Unreserved Fund Balance 
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Opioid Special 
Revenue Fund 

 

nationwide opioid litigation matters, to a Special Opioid Revenue Fund 
approved by the Director of Accounts pursuant to said Chapter 77, which fund 
may be expended without further appropriation for all of the purposes allowed 
by law, including those outlined in applicable opioid litigation settlement 
documents; or take any action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
Brief Summary: This article seeks to allocate funds paid to the Town as 
settlements in the opioid litigation matters to a special revenuw account in 
accordance with Chapter 77 of the Acts of 2023.  The funds can only be 
expended for the specific purposes set forth in the settlement agreements.     
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact: None.  
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

 
 

SECTION 3: OTHER APPROPRIATIONS AND ACTIONS 
ARTICLE 2024/4 3-1 
 
Resolution – State Flag 

and Seal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To see if the Town will vote to approve the resolution in support of changing 
the state flag and seal of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts set forth in 
Appendix G, or take any action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
[The proposed resolution appears in Appendix G of the 2024 Appendix 
Book.] 
 
Brief Summary:  This article seeks Town Meeting’s approval of a resolution 
in support of changing the state flag and seal of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.   
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact:  None. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2023/4 3-2 
 

Acceptance of G.L. 
c.32, §4(2)(b) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of G.L. c.32, §4(2)(b), 
which allows call firefighters and reserve police officers who subsequently 
become permanent members of the Fire Department or Police Department, 
and thus members of the Essex Regional Retirement System, to buyback and 
be credited for more than the five (5) years of service allowed by statute, or 
take any action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
Brief Summary:  This article seeks to accept the provisions of G.L. c.32, 
§4(2)(b), which which allows call firefighters and reserve police officers who 
subsequently become permanent members of the Fire Department or Police 
Department, and thus members of the Essex Regional Retirement System, to 
buyback and be credited for more than the five (5) years of service authorized 
by statute. 
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Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact:  None. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (4-0) recommends favorable action. 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 3-3 
 
Amend Town Manager 

Act 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to petition the 
General Court for special legislation to amend the so-called Hamilton Town 
Manager Act, Chapter 114 of the Acts of 2009, to authorize the Select Board 
to appoint a Town Manager for a term of up to five (5) years; provided, 
however, that the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of 
form only to the bill unless the Select Board approves amendments to the bill 
before enactment by the General Court, and to authorize the Select Board to 
approve amendments within the scope of the general objectives of the 
petition, or take any other action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
 
Brief Summary: This article seeks authorization to petition the state 
legislature to amend the Town Manaager Act to authorize the Select Board to 
appoint a Town Manager for a term of up to five (5) years.  The Town 
Manager Act currently permits the Select Board to appoint a Town Manager 
for a term of up to three (3) years.    
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact:  None. 
 
The Select Board (__) recommends favorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (__) recommends favorable action. 
 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 3-4 
 

Citizens’ Petition – 
Resolution on Use of 

Artificial Turf at 
HWRSD Athletic Fields 

Project  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To see if the Town will vote that it does not support the use of artificial turf 
for the proposed Hamilton-Wenham Regional High School athletic 
improvements project and therefore instructs the Hamilton representatives to 
the Regional School Committee to inform the Regional School Committee of 
the Town’s position, and if the representatives are given the opportunity to 
vote on the matter, that the representatives announce the Town’s wishes 
expressed above, or take any action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
 
Brief Summary: This article seeks a vote on whether Town Meeting supports 
the use of artificial turf at the Hamilton Wenham Regional High School 
athletic fields.   
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact:  None. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) voted to not make any recommendation regarding 
this article.  The Finance and Advisory Committee (__) recommends 
____________ action. 
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ARTICLE 2024/4 3-5 
 

Citizens’ Petition – 
Amend Vote to 

Appropriate Funds for 
the HWRSD Athletic 

Fields Project  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the vote1 under Article 2023/4: 5-2 of 
the Warrant for the 2023 Annual Town Meeting by striking the period at the 
end thereof and by inserting thereafter the following:  
 
“; and provided further that the design, construction, reconstruction, and 
improvements shall not include or contain artificial turf.” 
 
or take any action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
 
Brief Summary: This article seeks to amend the vote taken at the 2023 
Annual Town Meeting to approve a debt authorized by the Hamilton Wenham 
Rgional School Committee to fund the athletic fields project by prohibiting 
the use of artificial turf. 
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact:  None. 
 
The Select Board (4-0) recommends unfavorable action.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee (__) recommends _____________ action. 
 
 

ARTICLE 2024/4 3-6 
 

Citizens’ Petition – 
General Bylaw 

Amendment 
Moratorium on 

Artificial Turf Fields 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the general by-laws to add a new by-
law captioned “Moratorium on Artificial Turf” that imposes a three-year 
moratorium on the construction of artificial turf on al all public land within 
the Town, including without limitation land leased or owned by the Town or 
the Hamilton Wenham Regional School District, as follows:  
 
The use of artificial turf on athletic playing fields entails myriad public health 
and safety, environmental, and climate concerns.  Hamilton must carefully 
evaluate whether such use, even privately funded, is consonant with 
Hamilton’s athletic needs, the health and safety of its children, residents in 
general, and the environment.  This moratorium allows the Town the 
opportunity (a) to examine the extent to which artificial turf is injurious to 
public health and safety, the environment, and the climate comparted to 
natural grass solutions, and (b) to determine if natural grass solutions based 
on the use of the latest techniques for grass field construction and organic 
maintenance create viable alternatives for Hamilton.  “Artificial turf” means 
any of various artificial, synthetic or partially synthetic carpet-like materials 
made to resemble grass, including the infill and lines, used as a surface for 
athletics, sports or other recreational activities.  The Town of Hamilton shall 

                                                
1 That the Town approve the debt authorized by the Hamilton Wenham Regional School Committee (“School Committee”) in 
the amount of Fifteen Million Dollars ($15,000,000) for the purpose of designing, constructing, reconstructin, making 
improvements to and equipping the athletic and recreational facilities located at the Hamilton Wenham Regional High School, 
775 Bay Road, Hamilton, MA including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto; provided, however, that the vote 
taking hereunder shall be expressly contingent upon approval by the voters of the Town at an election to exclude from the 
limits imposed by Proposition 2 ½, the amounts needed to pay for the The Town’s allocated share of the principal and interest 
on such debt, and further, that the expenditure of funds authorized to be borrowed hereunder shall be reduced by any grants or 
gifts received for such purposes and by any other amount or amounts that the School Committee may, from time to time, 
appropriate from the District Capital Stabilization Fund, including, but not limited to the $1,690,000 the School Committee has 
indicated will be earmarked for the project in FY 2024. 
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 neither install nor authorize or allow the installation of artificial turf on any 
public land within the town, including with limitation land leased or owned 
by the Town or the Hamilton Wenham Regional School District for a period 
of three years from the effective date of this moratorium. 
 
or take any action thereon or relative thereto. 
 
 
Brief Summary: This article seeks to adopt a General Bylaw imposing a 
three (30 moratorium on the authorization and installation of artificial turf 
fields on any public land in the Town, including land owned or leased by the 
HWRSD. 
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Rate Impact:  None. 
 
The Select Board (3-1) voted to not make any recommendation regarding 
this article.  The Finance and Advisory Committee (__) recommends 
___________ action. 
 
 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Given under our hands this ______day of 
________________, 2024. 

 
HAMILTON SELECT BOARD 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Shawn M. Farrell, Chair 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Caroline Q. Beaulieu 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Thomas B. Myers 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
William A. Olson 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Bill Wilson        Hamilton, Massachusetts   
   
 
I have this day served this warrant as directed by Chapter 1, Section 1b of the Town By-laws. 
 
 
_________________________________________    _________________ 
Constable, Town of Hamilton       Date 
 
 
905638/HAML/0001  
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Visit our website at www.hamiltonma.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us 
 

Saturday, April 6, 2024 
 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
 

Hamilton-Wenham Regional High School 
Auditorium 

 
9:00 a.m. 

 
DEMOCRACY IS NOT A SPECTATOR SPORT 

 
 

Please bring this warrant with you to the Town Meeting.   Thank you. 
 
 
 
905638/HAML/0001 
 

 
  

http://www.hamiltonma.gov/
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Appendix F 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE BUDGET 

 
Article 2024/4 2-__  
1) Administration  - Expense 
To appropriate $30,195.12 of FY25 Community Preservation Fund Revenues for administration costs 
including, but not limited to, annual Community Preservation Coalition membership fees, signs 
publicizing CPA projects and salary for part-time Community Preservation Coordinator. 
 
2) Open Space and Recreation – Project 
To appropriate $103,800 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance to fund the debt service for the 
Sagamore Hill conservation project. This bond will be paid in full in FY2032. 
 
3) Historic Preservation – Project 
To appropriate $11,000 from the Historic Preservation Reserve and $334,424.31 from the Community 
Preservation Fund Balance, for a total appropriation of $345,424.31, to fund the debt service for the Town 
Hall project. This bond will be paid in full in FY2043. 
 
3) Community Housing - Reserve 
To reserve $11,000 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance to the Community Housing Reserve. 
 
4) Historic Preservation - Reserve 
To reserve $11,000 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance to the Historic Preservation Reserve. 
 
5) Open Space and Recreation - Reserve 
To reserve $11,000 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance to the Open Space and Recreation 
Reserve. 
 
6) Transfers 
To transfer $11,000 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance to the Community Housing Reserve 
and $11,000 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance to the Historic Preservation Reserve. 
 
 
  

Commented [TM9]: This will need to be replaced with the 
correct version.   

Commented [WM10]: $11,000 from Historic Preservation 
Fund 
$334,424,.31 from CP Unreserved Fund Balance 

Commented [WM11]: Do we need any of these transfers 
this ATM? $22,000 for Community Housing and Historic 
Preservation as part of consent agenda. Open Space and Rec 
taken care of with Sagamore Hill Debt. 



Appendix F 
 

FY2025 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE BUDGET 
 

*Total projected FY25 CPA Tax Collected = $603,902 
 
Article 2024/4 2-13 
1) Administration - Expense 
To appropriate $30,195.12 of FY25 Community Preservation Fund Revenues for administration 
costs including, but not limited to, annual Community Preservation Coalition membership fees, 
signs publicizing CPA projects and salary for part-time Community Preservation Coordinator. 
 
2) Open Space and Recreation – Project 
To appropriate $103,800 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance Reserve for Open 
Space to fund the debt service for the Sagamore Hill conservation project. This bond will be paid 
in full in FY2032. 
 
3) Transfers 
To transfer $11,000 from the Community Preservation Unreserved Fund Balance to the 
Community Housing Reserve and $11,000 from the Community Preservation Unreserved Fund 
Balance to the Historic Preservation Reserve  
 
Article 2024/4 2-14 Community Preservation – Town Hall Building Project 
4) Historic Preservation – Project 
To appropriate $11,000 from the Historic Preservation Reserve and $334,424.31 from the 
Community Preservation Unreserved Fund Balance, for a total appropriation of $345,424.31, to 
fund the debt service for the Town Hall project. This bond will be paid in full in FY2043. 
 
Article 2024/4 2-15 Community Preservation – Affordable Housing Trust 
Community Housing – Project 
To appropriate $310,945 from the Community Preservation Community Housing Reserve and 
$189,055 from the Community Preservation Unreserved Fund Balance for a total of $500,000 to 
the Affordable Housing Trust. 

 
Article 2024/4 2-16 Community Preservation – Housing Production Plan 
Community Housing – Project 
To appropriate $40,000 from the Community Preservation Unreserved Fund Balance to fund the 
update of the Town’s Housing Production Plan. 

 
Article 2024/4 2-17 Community Preservation – Antique Fire Truck Building  
Historic Preservation – Project 
To appropriate $150,000 from the Community Preservation Unreserved Fund Balance to fund a 
new building to house the Hamilton Fire Department’s 1916 Model T Chemical Engine 1. 

Commented [WM1]: $11,000 from Historic Preservation 
Fund 
$334,424,.31 from CP Unreserved Fund Balance 



 

24 
 

Appendix G 

Resolution in Support of Changing the State Flag and Seal of Massachusetts 

Whereas the history of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is replete with instances of conflict between 
the European Colonists and the Native Nations of the region, who first extended the hand of friendship to 
the Colonists on their shores in 1620, and helped them to survive starvation during the settlers' first 
winters on their land;  

Whereas members of the Native Nation for whom the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is named were 
ambushed and killed by Myles Standish, first commander of the Plymouth Colony, at Wessagusett (now 
Weymouth) in April of 1623, barely two years after the Pilgrims arrived;  

Whereas the Colonial broadsword held by a white hand above the head of the Indigenous person on the 
Massachusetts Flag and Seal is modeled after Myles Standish's own broadsword, borrowed for that 
purpose from the Pilgrim Hall in Plymouth by the illustrator Edmund Garrett in 1884;  

Whereas the belt binding the Native's cloak on the Flag and Seal is modeled after a belt worn by 
Metacomet, known to the English as King Philip, who was among the Indigenous leaders that resorted to 
a mutually destructive war in 1675-76 in defense of Native lands against Colonial encroachment;  

Whereas the proportions of the body of the Indigenous person on the Flag and Seal were taken from the 
skeleton of an Indigenous person unearthed in Winthrop, the bow modeled after a bow taken from an 
Indigenous man shot and killed by a colonist in Sudbury in 1665, and the facial features taken from a 
photograph of an Ojibwe chief from Great Falls, Montana, considered by the illustrator to be a “fine 
specimen of an Indian,” though not from Massachusetts;  

Whereas the history of relations between Massachusetts since Colonial times and the Native Nations who 
continue to live within its borders includes the forced internment of thousands of so-called “praying 
Indians” on Deer Island, in Boston Harbor, where they died by the hundreds of exposure in the winter of 
1675, the enslavement of Indigenous people in Boston, Bermuda, and the Caribbean Islands, the offering 
of 40 pounds sterling as bounty for the scalps of Indigenous men, women and children in Massachusetts 
beginning in 1686, increased to 100 pounds sterling for the scalps of Indigenous adult males by 1722, half 
that amount for Indigenous women and children;  

Whereas Indigenous people were legally prohibited from even stepping foot into Boston from 1675 until 
2004, when that Colonial law was finally repealed;  

Whereas the 400th anniversary of the landing of the Colonists at Plymouth Plantation, which gave rise to 
the long chain of genocidal wars and deliberate government policies of cultural destruction against Native 
Nations of this continent, occurred in the year 2020, affording every citizen of the Commonwealth a 
chance to reflect upon this history and come to an appreciation of the need for better relations between the 
descendants of the Colonial immigrants and the Native Nations of the Commonwealth;  

Whereas the land area now known as the Town of Hamilton shares a rich Native history with modern 
tribal Nations such as the Massachusett, the Abenaki, the Penacook and the Mi'kmaq, who inhabited this 
area long before the first colonial settlers arrived in 1638; 

Now, therefore, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Hamilton hereby adopts this resolution in support 
of the work of the Special Commission on the Seal and Motto of the Commonwealth, established by a 
Resolve of the General Court in 2021 and appointed by the Governor to recommend changes to the 
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current flag and seal of Massachusetts, and in support of a new flag and seal for the Commonwealth 
that may better reflect our aspirations for harmonious and respectful relations between all people who 
now call Massachusetts home. The town clerk shall forward a copy of this resolution to Sen. Bruce Tarr 
and Rep. Kristin Kassner, and to Sen. Nick Collins and Rep. Antonio Cabral, co-chairs of the Joint 
Committee on State Administration, with the request that they support the work of the aforementioned 
Special Commission and advocate for a new flag and seal for the Commonwealth. 
 
 
 
 
905638/HAML/0001 
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